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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1. 17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on November 5, 2003 has been entered. 



Status of Claims 

2. Of the original claims 1-53, claims 54-57 have been added and cancelled and claims 1-4, 
9, 12-17, 24, 30-31, 35, 39, 41, 43-46, 49-50 have been amended. Therefore, claims 1-53 are 
under prosecution in this application. 

Summary of this Office Action 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-53 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 JJSC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such' that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



I 
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Claims 1-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wong et al. 
(United States Patent Number 6,1 19,933) in view of Boesch et al. (United States Patent Number 

6,092,053). 

Claims 1,17 and 39: Wong et al. disclose a method, corresponding system and storage medium 
of tracking online credit card usage by a user of a general purpose personal computing device 
operating as an internet communication device, comprising monitoring entries made on a point- 
of-sale device using a computer program that operates as a background process while a 
foreground process is also carried out (abstract; col. 1, lines 22-30; col. 2, lines 10-15); wherein 
the foreground process comprises an internet communication process in which an online credit 
card transaction is being carried out by entry of information entries made by recognizing of a 
credit card number in the entries made (abstract; col 1, lines 22-30; col. 2, lines 10-15); and 
upon recognizing an instance of a credit card transaction, automatically populating the web page 
with data stored in a user profile and storing information describing the credit card transaction in 
a database accessible by the POS device (col. 1, lines 44-55). However, Wong et al. did not 
specifically mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et 
al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and 
associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include 
personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 
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Claims 2 and 18: Wong et al. disclose the retrieval of the information describing the credit card 
transaction from the database via a point-of-sale device (col. 1, lines 22-30; col. 2, lines 10-15). 
However, Wong et al. did not specifically mention the use of personal computing device as a 
point-of-sale device. Boesch et al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on- 
line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to include personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very 
common and convenient. 

Claims 3 and 19: Wong et al. discloses matching an entry with a stored sixteen digit credit card 
number (col. 12, lines 10-15). However, Wong et al. did not specifically mention the use of 
personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et al. teach the use of personal 
computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include personal computing device such as a 
computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do this 
because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claims 4 and 20: Wong et al. disclose a point-of-sale device. However, Wong et al did not 
teach the personal computing device comprises one of a personal computer, a personal digital 
assistant, a television set top box, a wireless telephone and an Internet appliance. Boesch et al. 
teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and 
associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include 
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personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claim 5: Wong et al. discloses the information describing the credit card transaction comprises a 
monetary amount spent (col. 1, lines 63-67). However, Wong et al. did not specifically mention 
the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et al. teach the use of 
personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include personal computing device 
such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated 
to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claim 6: Wong et al. discloses the information describing the credit card transaction comprises a 
date and time of the transaction (col.l, lines 63-67). However, Wong et al. did not specifically 
mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et al. teach the 
use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated 
text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include personal 
computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claim 7: Wong et al. discloses the information describing the credit card transaction comprises a 
merchant name with which the transaction was carried out (col. 1 , lines 56-60). However, Wong 
et al. did not specifically mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. 
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Boesch et al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; 
fig. 1 and associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
include personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary 
skill in the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and 
convenient. 

Claim 8: Wong et al discloses the information describing the credit card transaction comprises a 
user identifier (col. 1, lines 36-43). However, Wong et al. did not specifically mention the use of 
personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et al. teach the use of personal 
computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include personal computing device such as a 
computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do this 
because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claims 9, 21 and 40: Wong et al. discloses the information describing the credit card transaction 
comprises a monetary amount spent, a date and time of the transaction, and a merchant name 
with which transaction was carried out (col. 1, lines 56-67). However, Wong et al. did not 
specifically mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et 
al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and 
associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include 
personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 
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Claims 10, 22 and 41 : Wong et al. discloses carrying out a database function on the database. 
(See column 1, line 67 and column 2, lines 1-2). However, Wong et al. did not specifically 
mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et al. teach the 
use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated 
text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include personal 
computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claims 1 1, 23 and 42: Wong et al. discloses the database function comprises totaling a monetary 
value of a plurality of transactions. (See column 1, lines 63-67). However, Wong et al. did not 
specifically mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et 
al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and 
associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include 
personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claims 12, 24 and 43: Wong et al. discloses that upon recognizing an instance of a credit card 
transaction, asking a user to verify confirm storage of information describing the credit card 
transaction prior to storing the information describing the credit card transaction in the database. 
(See column 12, lines 54-67). However, Wong et al. did not specifically mention the use of 
personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et al. teach the use of personal 
computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include personal computing device such as a 
computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do this 
because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claims 13 and 25: Wong et al. discloses that a database (abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). 
However. Wong did not teach that the database is stored within the personal computing device. 
Boesch et al. teach the use of personal computing device with storage capacity (abstract; fig. 1 
and associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include 
personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claims 14 and 26: Wong et al. discloses that a database (abstract; fig.l and associated text). 
However. Wong did not teach that the database is stored in a remote location. Boesch et al. 
teach that a database is stored in a remote location such as the consumer information server 
(abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to include personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common 
and convenient 

Claims 15, 28 and 44: Wong et al. discloses granting access to the database to a creditor; 
permitting the creditor to charge a monetary value as a credit card transaction, and permitting 
the creditor to enter the credit card transaction into the database (abstract; col. 12, lines 65-67). 
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However, Wong et al. did not specifically mention the use of personal computing device as a 
point-of-sale device. Boesch et al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on- 
line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to include personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very 
common and convenient. 

Claims 16, 29 and 45: Wong et al. discloses granting access to the database to a loyalty point 
provider (abstract; col. 12, lines 45-47). However, Wong et al. did not specifically mention the 
use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et al. teach the use of 
personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include personal computing device 
such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated 
to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claim 27: Wong et al. discloses that a database (abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). 
However. Wong did not teach that the storage device is connected to a network file server. 
Boesch et al. teach that the storage device is connected to a network file server such as the 
consumer information server (abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to include personal computing device such as a computer as a 
point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do this because on- 
line shopping is very common and convenient 
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Claim 30: Wong et al. disclose a method, corresponding system and storage medium of 
tracking online credit card usage by a user of a general purpose personal computing device 
operating as an internet communication device, comprising monitoring entries made on a point- 
of-sale device using a computer program that operates as a background process while a 
foreground process is also carried out (abstract; col. 1, lines 22-30; col. 2, lines 10-15); wherein 
the foreground process comprises an internet communication process in which an online credit 
card transaction is being carried out by entry of information entries made by recognizing of a 
credit card number in the entries made (abstract; col. 1, lines 22-30; col. 2, lines 10-15); and 
upon recognizing an instance of a credit card transaction, automatically populating the web page 
with data stored in a user profile and storing information describing the credit card transaction in 
a database accessible by the POS device (col. 1, lines 44-55); if the user confirms storage of the 
information, storing information describing the credit card transaction in a database within the 
Internet communication device, the information describing the credit card transaction comprising 
a monetary amount spent, a date and time of the transaction, a merchant name with which the 
transaction was carried out, a description of the purchase, and a user identifier; retrieving the 
information describing the credit card transaction from the database via the personal computing 
device(abstract; col. 1, lines 22-30; col. 2, lines 10-15); carrying out a database function on the 
database, the database function comprising totaling a monetary value of a plurality of 
transactions; and wherein the personal computing device comprises one of a personal computer, 
a personal digital assistant, a television set top box, a wireless telephone and an internet 
appliance (abstract; col. 1, lines 22-30; col 2, lines 10-15) . 
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However, Wong et al. did not specifically mention the use of personal computing device 
as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct 
on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to include personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of- 
sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do this because on-line 
shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claims 3 1 and 46: Wong et al discloses a method of managing loyalty points, comprising: 
storing transactions on a computer database (Abstract, column 13, lines 3-15); receiving a 
request for access from a loyalty point provider; the user granting access to a database to the 
loyalty point provider (Abstract, column 13, lines 3-15); and the user receiving loyalty points 
based on the data stored (abstract, column 13, lines 3-15). However, Wong et al. did not 
specifically mention the use of electronic storage of information. Boesch et al. teach the use of 
storage information electronically to facilitate on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated 
text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include personal 
computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claims 32 and 47: Wong et al. discloses the transactions comprise credit card transactions 
for a plurality of credit cards (col. 1, lines 19-30). However, Wong et al. did not specifically 
mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et al. teach the 
use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated 
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text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include personal 
computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 
Claims 33 and 48: Wong et al. discloses that the loyalty points are provided on the basis of 
purchases of the product brand (col 1, lines 32-35; col. 2, lines 5-10). However, Wong et al. did 
not specifically mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch 
et al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and 
associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include 
personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claims 34 and 49: Wong et al. discloses the transactions comprise credit card transactions for 
a plurality of credit cards; and wherein the loyalty points are provided on the basis of purchases 
of a product brand (col. 1, lines 32-43; col. 2, lines 5-10). However, Wong et al. did not 
specifically mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et 
al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and 
associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include 
personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 
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Claim 35: Wong et al. discloses a method of managing loyalty points, comprising: 
requesting access from a user of the transactions made by the user (col. 12, lines 45-60); 
receiving access from the user of transactions made by a user (col. 12, lines 45-60); and 
granting loyalty points based on the data stored a database (col. 12, lines 45-60). However, 
Wong et al. did not specifically mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale 
device. Boesch et al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase 
(abstract; fig. 1 and associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to include personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common 
and convenient. 

Claim 36: Wong et al. discloses that the transactions comprise credit card transactions for a 
plurality of credit cards (col. 12, lines 45-67). However, Wong et al, did not specifically 
mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et al. teach the 
use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated 
text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include personal 
computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claim 37: Wong et al. discloses that the loyalty points are provided on the basis of purchases 
of a product brand (col. 1, lines 32-35; col. 2, lines 5-10). However, Wong et al. did not 
specifically mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et 
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al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and 
associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include 
personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claim 38: Wong et al. discloses the transactions comprise credit card transactions for a 
plurality of credit cards; and wherein the loyalty points are provided on the basis of purchases of 
a product brand (col. 1, lines 32-43; col. 2, lines 5-10). However, Wong et al. did not 
specifically mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et 
al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and 
associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include 
personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claims 46 and 50: Wong et al. discloses a computer system, comprising carrying out a query 
of the computer database to determine purchases that qualify for loyalty points (col. 12, lines 45- 
60); and granting loyalty points based on the data stored in a database (col. 12, lines 45-60). 
However, Wong et al. did not specifically mention the use of personal computing system. 
Boesch et al. teach a processor having a central processing unit, an input device and memory 
(fig. 1 and associated text); the processor being programmed to perform the programmed steps of 
obtaining access to a computer database of transactions made by a user (fig. 1 and associated 
text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include personal 
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computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claims 47 and 51 : Wong et al. discloses the transactions comprise credit card transactions for 
a plurality of credit cards (col. 12, lines 45-67). However, Wong et al. did not specifically 
mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch et al. teach the 
use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and associated 
text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include personal 
computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claims 48 and 52: Wong et al. discloses the loyalty points are provided on the basis of 
purchases of a product brand (col. 1, lines 32-35; col. 2, lines 5-10). However, Wong et al. did 
not specifically mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. Boesch 
et al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; fig. 1 and 
associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include 
personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and convenient. 

Claims 49 and 53: Wong et al. discloses the transactions comprise credit card 
transactions for a plurality of credit cards; and wherein the loyalty points are provided on the 
basis of purchases of a product brand (col. 1, lines 32-43; col. 2, lines 5-10). However, Wong et 
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al. did not specifically mention the use of personal computing device as a point-of-sale device. 
Boesch et al. teach the use of personal computing device to conduct on-line purchase (abstract; 
fig. 1 and associated text). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
include personal computing device such as a computer as a point-of-sale device. One of ordinary 
skill in the art would be motivated to do this because on-line shopping is very common and 
convenient. 



disclosure. USPN 6,101,486, USPN 6,606,602 Bl, USPN 6,540,135 Bl and JP405081298A are 
cited of interest. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sally Shih whose telephone number is 703-305-8550. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Flexible Schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on 703-308-1065. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-11 13. 



Conclusion 



5. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
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